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Dear Students and Parents,

This letter is an explanation of my reasoning behind student placement in our classes. When a young student 
enters our program, there is a definite plan for his/her progress within the school for years to come. At the 
end of each school year, I consult teachers and assess the needs of each individual student when determining 
which classes are recommended for the following year.

Once students progress from our Twinkle Star Program and enter Jr. Level classes they will likely spend 
multiple years in the same level at some point.

This is for a number of reasons:

Most simply put: BSDPA does not have 12 levels like there are 12 grades in school, so it’s highly unlikely a 
student will move up a level every single year.
We have a plan: I hope over time you will trust my sincere judgment as an experienced dancer, teacher, and  
mentor. We have created a specific syllabus for each class and level offered. This ensures all students progress 
properly regardless of which instructor is teaching the class. It also makes our program cohesive so students 
learn vocabulary in the proper order according to each age group’s appropriate physical, mental, and social 
developmental needs.
The nitty-gritty: In the first year a student attends a level, new material is introduced. In the second year, 
students use the same material to build physical strength and muscle memory, fine tune technique, and 
increase endurance. Being a dancer is not about memorizing a laundry list of dance vocabulary. In addition 
to mental knowledge, it requires physical strength and artistry through phrasing of movement. These 
sophisticated elements become the focus for a student attending a level for a second year or more.
“But what about So-and-so?”: I look at each student as an individual while also remaining aware of the 
importance of peer group. I also envision where I see a student two or three years in the future. I do my best 
to balance these elements when deciding whether or not to transfer a student to the next level or give a 
featured role in a performance. Having a lead role in a show does not mean you will always be a lead in 
every show that follows. I will always do my best to reward hard work and dedication while challenging the 
talents I find in each student. While fairness may be subjective, it is still always a goal of mine.

In closing, please know I do care about how students feel when they come to class. As the Director, my goal 
is for each student to feel welcome, uplifted, and challenged as he/she grows with us. If you have any 
questions or concerns, I am always eager to hear from you. You may e-mail me directly or call the studio.

Sincerely,
Leah Brady
Director
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